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Weekly GST Communique  

 

Important Judgements of the week 

• Rajasthan HC: No late fee for uploading GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C till February 12, 2020 

• Madras HC: No service tax on payment received from employees for Notice Period 

Notifications, Circulars, etc.  

• CBIC reshuffles the due date for filing GSTR-9 & GSTR-9C for the F.Y 2017-18  

• CBIC issues corrigendum to prescribe Feb 7 as the due date for furnishing annual return by taxpayers 

in UP 

• CBIC notifies the Due date for filing GSTR - 3B for the month of Jan 2020 to Mar 2020 || For 

Taxpayers having Turnover up to Rs. 5 Cr 

• CBIC Clarifies Procedure to be Adopted for Inspection/Appraisal of Second-Hand Machinery 

• CBIC further extends the due date for filing Form TRAN - 1 till Mar 31, 2020 

• CBIC Issues Circular Streamlining Export Data to include District level details in Shipping Bills 

• RFID sealing - Deposit in and removal of goods from Customs Bonded Warehouses 

Important Press Release   

• CBIC Introduces a Machine Based Automated Clearance of Imported Goods 

Important Updates 

• Accounting and Billing Software Providers can enroll with GSTN to receive regular updates on E-invoice 

• CBIC launches application for sharing info between Center & State for enforcement action against GST 

evasion 

• NIC has issued an FAQ on Verification of Vehicle Number in EWB Portal 
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Important Judgements of the week 

 

Rajasthan HC: No late fee for uploading GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C till February 12, 2020 

Facts/ Issue 

 

Tax Bar Association (“the Petitioner”) filed a petition raising the issue of non-functionality of 
the Department’s (“the Respondents”) portal i.e. www.gst.gov.in, as a consequence of which, 
various assessees are unable to upload their annual returns in GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C. 

Due to non-functionality of the portal, the Respondents issued a Notification No. 06/2020-
Central Tax dated February 3, 2020 requiring the assessees to furnish their returns under 
Section 44 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017 (“CGST Act”) read with Rule 80 of 
the Central Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017 (“CGST Rules”) for the Financial Year 2017-18 
by February 5, 2020 in the State of Rajasthan. 

When the assessees attempted to upload the returns/forms in GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C on January 
31, 2020 at 5:09 PM, the portal showed the following: 

"Dear Tax Payer 

1,50,000 tax payers are already submitting their returns at this moment… 

Please wait for your turn in a few minutes… 

Thank you for your patience." 

Several attempts were made thereafter by the assessees but they were not able to file the 
annual return. It may be borne in mind that the last date fixed for filing of returns originally 
was January 31, 2020. 

The Hon’ble HC, Rajasthan on February 5, 2020, passed an Order in the morning calling upon 
the Respondents to take instructions on the issue of the serious uploading problems being 
faced by the assessees and directed to seek instructions from the appropriate authorities 
about the technical difficulties being faced by the assessees in uploading their returns/forms 
and further, to consider the request of the assessees for extending the time for uploading the 
returns. 

Further, to intimate the Court at 2:00 PM the response of the concerned officers. 

Held 

 

The Hon’ble HC, Rajasthan in Civil Petition No. 1805 of 2020 dated February 5, 2020 held as 
under: 

• The Court observed that the highest number of returns were uploaded on January 31, 
2020 i.e. 2,19,417 in GSTR-9 and 1,33,027 in GSTR-9C. Further, on February 1, 2 and 3, 
2020, a total 10,914, 36,643 and 1,06,568 GSTR-9 returns were uploaded and for 
returns of GSTR-9C forms, a total of 9,213, 24,096 and 67,773 returns respectively were 
uploaded on the aforesaid dates. 

• Granted Respondents time till February 12, 2020 to file a detailed reply/affidavit as the 
Respondents were yet to obtain any instruction to effectively resolve the matter. 
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• Directed the Petitioners to keep uploading their returns at the earliest possible and 
no late fee shall be charged till February 12, 2020 for uploading. 

• Directed the Respondents to enable compliance of such uploading by making 
necessary/consequential corrections on its official portal and asked Union of India to 
direct the service provider to enhance its capacity to accept returns/forms. 

Our Comments: 

Against the above order of HC, Revenue had filed an SLP which was listed for hearing today i.e. February 10, 
2020. As per recent news coming in, the Hon’ble SC has refused to interfere in order as passed by Hon'ble 
Rajasthan HC and also clarified that there would be no penal consequences for delayed filing due to 
problems of GSTN Server. 

 

Madras HC: No service tax on payment received from employees for Notice Period  

Facts 

 

GE T & D India Limited (“the Petitioner”) is a dealer assessed to service tax by the Department 
(“Respondent”). The terms of employment of the Petitioner include a stipulation for a notice 
period prior to quitting from employment, ranging from two to three months. An option is 
provided to the employees to the effect that if they are not in a position to stay and serve out 
the notice period, then in lieu of the same, the employee will be required to pay the equivalent 
pay of salary for the period for which notice was not served. 

The Petitioner in this case had received certain amounts in lieu of notice period from outgoing 
employees. The Respondent was of the view that this amount would attract service tax since 
the petitioner is deemed to have facilitated the termination of employment and thus a 
category of service entitled and described as 'facilitation of termination of employment' was 
carved out by the Respondent. 

Issue Whether service tax shall be leviable on the money received from employee in lieu of notice 
period. 

Held 

 

The Hon’ble HC, Madras in W.P. Nos. 35728 to 35734 of 2016 and WMP. Nos. 30704 to 30710 
of 2016 dated November 7, 2019 held a under: 

• The CBEC vide CBEC’s Guidance Notes dated June 20, 2020 has answered in the 
negative, pointing out that such amounts would not be related to the rendition of 
service. Equally, the employer cannot be said to have rendered any service per se and 
has merely facilitated the exit of the employee upon imposition of a cost upon him for 
the sudden exit. The definition in clause (e) of Section 66E of the Finance Act, 1994 
(“the Finance Act”) is not attracted as the employer has not 'tolerated' any act of the 
employee but has permitted a sudden exit upon being compensated by the employee 
in this regard. 

• Though normally, a contract of employment qua an employer and employee has to be 
read as a whole, there are situations within a contract that constitute rendition of 
service such as breach of a stipulation of non-compete. Notice pay, in lieu of sudden 
termination, however, does not give rise to the rendition of service either by the 
employer or the employee. 
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Our 
Comments 

In GST also, there is a provision similar to Section 66E (e) of the Finance Act i.e., Para 5(e) of 
Schedule II of the CGST Act: 

“5. Supply of services 

The following shall be treated as supply of services, namely:- 

(e) agreeing to the obligation to refrain from an act, or to tolerate an act or a situation, or to 
do an act; and” 

Section 7(1)(d) of the CGST Act which included items of Schedule II under the ‘includes’ portion 
of term ‘supply’, has been omitted retrospectively w.e.f. July 1, 2017, with insertion of Section 
7(1A) which states that “where certain activities or transactions constitute a supply in 
accordance with the provisions of sub-section (1), they shall be treated either as supply of 
goods or supply of services as referred to in Schedule II”. Hence, reference of Schedule II is now 
restricted to only classification as supply of goods or services and chargeable to GST only if the 
activity/ transaction qualifies as supply in terms of Section 7(1) of the CGST Act. 

Therefore, it can be argued that the payment received by the company in lieu of notice period 
will not be taxable under Para 5(e) of Schedule II of the CGST Act. 

 

 

Notifications, Circulars, etc. 
 

 

CBIC reshuffles the due date for filing GSTR-9 & GSTR-9C for the F.Y 2017-18 

 

http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/new-gst-annual.jpg
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The CBIC vide Notification No. 06/2020 Central Tax dated February 03, 2020, has extended the time limit for 
furnishing of the Annual Return i.e. GSTR – 9 and GSTR – 9C, specified under Section 44 of the CGST Act read 
with Rule 80 of the CGST Rules, electronically through the common portal, in respect of the period from the 
July 01, 2017, to the March 31, 2018, i.e. F.Y 2017-18, for registered class of person as described below in the 
table. 

SL. 
No. 

A registered person, whose principal place of business is in Due Dates 

1. Chandigarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand. 

February 05, 
2020 

2. Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Puducherry, Sikkim, Telangana, 
Tripura, West Bengal, Other Territory. 

February 07, 
2020 

The Notification can be accessed at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources//htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-06-
central-tax-english-2020.pdf 

 

 

CBIC issues corrigendum to prescribe Feb 7 as the due date for furnishing annual return by taxpayers in UP  

 

The CBIC has issued a Corrigendum dated February 4, 2020 (w.r.t. Notification No. 06/2020 – CT dated 
February 3, 2020) to re-shuffle the due date for furnishing annual return i.e. GSTR – 9 and GSTR – 9C, specified 
under Section 44 of the CGST Act, 2017 read with Rule 80 of the CGST Rules, 2017 for FY 17-18. Now, the due 
date of filing for Uttar Pradesh is February 7, 2020. 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-06-central-tax-english-2020.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-06-central-tax-english-2020.pdf
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/carousel_Due-Date-Extended-gstr-9a.png
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The Notification can be accessed at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources//htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-05-
central-tax-english-2020-corrigendum.pdf 

 

 

CBIC notifies the Due date for filing GSTR - 3B for the month of Jan 2020 to Mar 2020 || For Taxpayers 
having Turnover up to Rs. 5 Cr 

 

The CBIC vide Notification No. 07/2020 – Central Tax dated February 03, 2020, has notified the due dates for 

filing of monthly outward supply return i.e. GSTR – 3B for the period January 2020, February 2020 and March 

2020, in the following manner as described in the below table:- 

Sr. No 

 

Particulars A registered person, whose principal place of business 

is in 

Due Dates 

1. Annual Turnover 
of Rs. 5 Crore 
and above in the 
previous 
financial year. 

(Rs. 5 Cr and > 
above) 

 

 

 

 

-- 

  

20th of Every 
Month without 
late fees. 

 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-05-central-tax-english-2020-corrigendum.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-05-central-tax-english-2020-corrigendum.pdf
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/GST-OFFICE.png
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2. Taxpayers 
having an 
aggregate 
turnover of up 
to Rs. 5 Crore in 
the previous 
financial year. 

(Up to Rs. 5 Cr) 

 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, Goa, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana or 

Andhra Pradesh or the Union Territories of Daman and 

Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Puducherry, Andaman, 

and the Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. 

For Jan 2020:-
February 22, 2020 

For Feb 
2020:-  March 22, 
2020, 

For Mar 2020:- 
April 22, 2020, 
respectively 

3. Taxpayers 
having an 
aggregate 
turnover of up 
to Rs. 5 Crore in 
the previous 
financial year. 

(Up to Rs. 5 Cr) 

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, 

Meghalaya, Assam, West Bengal, Jharkhand or Odisha or 

the Union territories of Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, 

Chandigarh, and Delhi. 

For Jan 2020: -
February 24, 2020 

For Feb 2020: 
-  March 24, 2020, 

For Mar 2020: - 
April 24, 2020, 
respectively 

 

The Notification can be accessed at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources//htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-07-

central-tax-english-2020.pdf 
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http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-07-central-tax-english-2020.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/notfctn-07-central-tax-english-2020.pdf
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CBIC Clarifies Procedure to be Adopted for Inspection/Appraisal of Second-Hand Machinery 

 

Background: 

The CBIC had received various representations from the trade regarding Circular No. 25/2015 – Customs 
dated October 15, 2015 on valuation of second-hand machinery. For this purpose, the circular requires 
customs to rely upon inspection report either issued at the port of loading by overseas Chartered Engineer or 
issued upon import by a pre-shipment inspection agency (“PSIA”) notified by Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade (“DGFT”), or by a chartered engineer empanelled by the Custom House where the DGFT approved PSIAs 
are not available. 

DGFT vide O.M. No. 01/93/180/51/AM-16/PC II(B)/E-1500/176 dated September 3rd, 2019, has clarified that 
PSIAs are meant only for certifying that consignments of metal scrap are free of radio-active agents and 
explosives. The PSIAs are not required to be qualified as engineers. Also, ascertaining the age of a second-
hand machine is an engineering exercise and can be performed only by a qualified engineer. Therefore, CBIC 
vide Circular No. 07/2020 – Customs dated February 5, 2020 has decided the procedure to be adopted for 
inspection/appraisement of second-hand machinery. 

Clarification: 

The summarized version of the guidelines are as follows – 

http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/cbic_gst-1.jpg
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(a) All imports of second-hand machinery/used capital goods shall be ordinarily accompanied by an 
inspection/appraisement report issued by an overseas Chartered Engineer or equivalent, prepared upon 
examination of the goods at the place of sale. 

(b) The report of the overseas chartered engineer or equivalent should be as per the Form A annexed to this 
circular. 

(c) In the event of the importer failing to procure an overseas report of inspection/appraisement of the goods, 
he may have the goods inspected by any one of the Chartered Engineers empanelled locally by the respective 
Custom Houses. 

(d) In cases where the report is to be prepared by the Chartered Engineers empanelled by Custom Houses, 
the same shall be in the Form B annexed to this circular. 

(e) The value declared by the importer shall be examined with respect to the report of the Chartered Engineer. 
Similarly, the declared value shall be examined with respect to the depreciated value of the goods determined 
in terms of the Circular No. 493/124/86 - Cus VI dated November 19th, 1987 and dated January 4th, 1988. If 
such comparison does not create any doubt regarding the declared value of the goods, the same may be 
appraised under rule 3 of the Customs Valuation Rules, 2007 (“CVR, 2007”). If there are significant differences 
arising from such comparison, Rule 12 of the CVR, 2007 requires that the proper officer shall seek an 
explanation from the importer justifying the declared value. The proper officer may then evaluate the 
evidence put forth by the importer and after giving due consideration to factors such as depreciation, 
refurbishment or reconditioning (if any), and condition of the goods, determine whether the declared 
transaction value conforms to Rule 3 of CVR, 2007. Otherwise, the proper officer may proceed to determine 
the value of the goods, sequentially, in terms of rule 4 to 9. 

Circular No. 25/2015 dated October 15, 2015 has now been superseded with the issue of this circular. 

Read more at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-
2020/Circular-No-07-2020.pdf 
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http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-07-2020.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-07-2020.pdf
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CBIC further extends the due date for filing Form TRAN - 1 till Mar 31, 2020 

 

The CBIC vide Order No. 01/2020 – GST dated February 07, 2020, has extended the time limit for submitting 
the declaration in Form GST Tran – 1, under Rule 117(1A) of the CGST Rules for such class of registered person 
who could not submit the declaration by the due date on account of technical difficulties on the common 
portal and whose cases have been recommended by the council, till March 31, 2020. 

The order can be accessed at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/order1-2020-cgst.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[This space has been intentionally left blank] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/gst/order1-2020-cgst.pdf
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CBIC Issues Circular Streamlining Export Data to include District level details in Shipping Bills  

 

Background: 

The CBIC had earlier issued Notification No 33/2019 - Cus (NT) dated April 25th, 2019 vide which the Shipping 
Bill (Electronic Integrated Declaration and Paperless Processing) Regulations 2019 were notified. Regulation 
3 therein states that the authorised person shall enter the electronic integrated declaration and upload the 
supporting documents on the ICEGATE either by affixing his digital signature or by availing the services at the 
service centre. The electronic integrated declaration is to be made in the electronic form provided at the 
website https://www.icegate.gov.in. 

CBIC has now decided to incorporate additional attributes in the Shipping Bill to enable the Customs System 
to capture the Districts and States of Origin for goods being exported. The initiative is also aimed at bringing 
uniformity with the data/ information captured in the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN). 

Clarification: 

Circular No. 09/2020 – Customs dated February 5, 2020 has been issued in this regard stating that w.e.f 
February 15, 2020, the following additional information will be required to be furnished for every item in the 
Shipping Bill – 

1. The State of Origin of goods. 
2. District of Origin of goods. 

https://www.icegate.gov.in/
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Cbic123456.jpg
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3. Details of Preferential Agreements under which the goods are being exported, wherever applicable. 
4. Standard Unit Quantity Code (SQC) for that CTH as per the first schedule of the Customs Tariff Act, 

1975. 

apart from the data/ information required to be furnished in the present electronic form of electronic 
integrated declaration mentioned in Regulation 3 of Shipping Bill (Electronic Integrated Declaration and 
Paperless Processing) Regulations 2019. 

It shall also become mandatory to declare GSTIN in import/export documents for the importers and exporters 
registered as GST taxpayers w.e.f February 15, 2020. 

DG (Systems) would be issuing a detailed advisory giving further details of the fields in the Shipping Bill where 
the above information will have to be provided. 

Read more at: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-
2020/Circular-No-09-2020.pdf 

 

RFID sealing - Deposit in and removal of goods from Customs Bonded Warehouses 
 

 

Background: 

The Warehouse (Custody & Handling of Goods) Regulation, 2016, the Special Warehouse (Custody & Handling 

of Goods) Regulations, 2016, Warehouse Goods (Removal) Regulations, 2016 Manufacture and Other 

Operations in Warehouse (no. 2) Regulations, 2019 and Circular 17/2016-Cus prescribe the affixation of a one-

time-lock for transport of goods to be deposited in a warehouse or removed therefrom. 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-09-2020.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-09-2020.pdf
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Cbic123456.jpg
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Subsequently, the CBIC has prescribed RFID self-sealing for export of containerized cargo. Circular 36/2017- 

Customs dated August 28, 2017 (“Circular 36/ 2017”), 37/2017- Customs dated September 20, 2017 and 

41/2017- Customs dated October 30, 2017 (“Circular 41/ 2017”), prescribe the use of “RFID tamper proof 

one-time-bolt seal” and providing of readers/ procedure for its use by Customs. 

 

RFID sealing for deposit in and removal of goods from Customs Bonded Warehouses: 

 

It has now been decided vide Circular No. 10/2020- Customs dated February, 2020, that w.e.f. from March 

15, 2020, RFID sealing shall be extended to transport of goods for deposit in a warehouse as well as removal 

therefrom. Therefore, wherever the Warehousing Regulations mentioned above, prescribe affixing of a “One 

Time Lock”, the importer or the owner of the goods shall use RFID anti-tamper one-time-locks (“RFID OTL”). 

The RFID OTLs shall be sourced from the vendors whose name appear in the list placed on the website of the 

CBIC i.e., www.cbic.gov.in. 

Considering the fact that goods may be removed through a variety of vehicles, different types of RFID OTLs, 

such as bolt seals (already specified in Circular 36/2017) or wire - cable seal shall be used. 

 

Specifications, data elements and procedure: 

The specifications, data elements and procedure to be used under the Regulations for warehousing shall be 

as follows: 

1. Seals: 

a. For containers (RFIC One-Time-Bolt Seals)- As prescribed under Circular 36/2017 

 

b. For closed body vehicles (RFID Wire Cable seal) 

i. Each seal shall be one-time-lock bearing unique seal number and brand of vendor. 

ii. The RFID seal conform to ISO 17712:2013 and ISO/IEC 18000-6 Class 1 Gen 2 which is 

globally accepted in industrial applications and can be read with use of UHF Reader-

Scanners 

iii. The manufacturer or vendor, as the case may be, shall be in possession of certifications 

required for conformance of the ISO standard ISO 17712:2013 namely, clause 4, 5 and 

6. 

iv. Before commencement of sales, the vendor shall submit self-certified copies of the 

above certifications to the Risk Management Division (RMD). 

 

2. Readers: As prescribed under Circular 41/2017 

 

3. Software & Application: 

a. The data elements to be captured in the web-application in the case of removal goods from a 

customs station to a bonded warehouse: 

i. Importer Exporter Code 

ii. Bill of Entry Number 

iii. Date 

iv. RFID OTL number 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/
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v. Date of sealing 

vi. Time of sealing 

vii. Container Number (where cargo is containerized or else not required) 

viii. Registration number of vehicles 

ix. Warehouse code 

x. Customs location code 

 

b. The data elements to be captured in the web-application in the case of removal goods from a 

warehouse to a customs station for export: 

i. Importer Exporter Code 

ii. Shipping Bill Number 

iii. Date 

iv. RFID OTL number 

v. Date of sealing 

vi. Time of sealing 

vii. Container Number (where cargo is containerized or else not required) 

viii. Registration number of vehicles 

ix. Customs location code 

x. Warehouse code 

 

c. The data elements to be captured in the web-application in the case of removal goods from a 

warehouse to another warehouse: 

i. Importer Exporter Code 

ii. Shipping Bill Number 

iii. Date 

iv. Warehouse code (origin) 

v. Warehouse code (destination) 

vi. RFID OTL number 

vii. Date of sealing 

viii. Time of sealing 

ix. Container Number (where cargo is containerized or else not required) 

x. Registration number of vehicles 

 

4. Procedure has also been prescribed in detail for licencees and vendors. 

 

Read more at : http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-

2020/Circular-No-10-2020.pdf 

 

 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-10-2020.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-10-2020.pdf
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Important Press Release 
 

 

CBIC Introduces a Machine Based Automated Clearance of Imported Goods  

 

India has been improving consistently in the World Bank’s EoDB rankings over the past 5 years and one of the 
key drivers has been the initiatives under Trading across Borders (TAB), where India jumped substantially from 
146 to 68 in the last two years. 

The Government has now set the target of breaching the top 50 mark in TAB this year. Keeping with the 
Government’s objective of furthering ease of doing business, particularly in trading across borders, the 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs has introduced Machine based automated clearance of 
imported goods. 

At present, the imported goods are available for examination or clearance to the officer after the applicable 
duties are paid by the importer. Time Release or dwell time studies conducted by the department have 
shown that a major contributor to dwell time today is the time taken by the importer to pay the duties. 

Under the new dispensation, the Customs officer will be able to do all compliance verification such as 
examination of goods even before duties are paid, and once the importer pays the duty, the Customs System 
would automatically give the clearance or “Out of Charge” to the imported goods. 

The new initiative has been launched as a pilot at two ports, Chennai and Nhava Sheva from 06.02.2020 
and will soon be rolled out to all ports across India, including the Inland Container Depots, Airports etc. 

With this new initiative, the CBIC has taken yet another step towards realizing the Government’s objective of 
further reducing the dwell time in Customs clearance with the use of IT driven reforms. 

http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/18Import-Export-Software.jpg
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On one hand, this new initiative will fasten the Customs processes by not waiting for the duty payment and 
on the other, it will give additional time to importer who will now be able to pay the duties even while the 
goods are being verified by the Customs officer. 

Complete Press Release can be accessed: http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources//htdocs-cbec/press-
release/PressRelease_0602.pdf  

 

Important Updates 

 

Accounting and Billing Software Providers can enroll with GSTN to receive regular updates on E-invoice 

 

The GST Council has approved introduction of ‘e-invoicing’ or ‘electronic invoicing’ in a phased manner for 
reporting of Business to Business (B2B) invoices to GST System. 

An e-invoice standard has been finalized after consultation with trade/industry bodies as well as ICAI. 
Adoption of this new standard ensures complete inter-operability of e-invoices across the entire GST eco-
system. The new system eliminates the need for fresh data entry, reduction of reconciliation errors and 
population of invoice details directly into Return through Invoice Reporting Portal (IRP). For more details on 
‘e-invoice’, CLICK HERE 

Being key players in Indian business eco-system, the role and support of Accounting and Billing Software 
Providers is crucial for successful implementation of GST e-invoice System. 

In the coming months when e-invoice implementation takes place, GSTN intends to interact closely with 
Accounting and Billing Software Providers. This is to get suggestions and feedback as well as to keep them 
abreast of developments on new e-invoice framework. 

Accounting and Billing Software Providers can ENROL HERE , by providing contact and other details. 

 

http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/press-release/PressRelease_0602.pdf
http://www.cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/press-release/PressRelease_0602.pdf
https://www.gstn.org/e-invoice/
https://www.gstn.org/accounting-biling/registration.php
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/GSTN.jpg
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CBIC launches application for sharing info between Centre & State for enforcement action against GST 
evasion 

 

CBIC launches application for sharing information between Centre and State for targeted enforcement 
action against GST evasion. A big leap in intelligence sharing and cooperative federalism. 

Source: https://twitter.com/cbic_india/status/1225328779062431744 

 

NIC has issued an FAQ on Verification of Vehicle Number in EWB Portal  

 

https://twitter.com/cbic_india/status/1225328779062431744
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Untitled-1.png
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/images-4.jpg
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The NIC has issued a Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) on Verification of Vehicle Number in the E-Way Bill 
(EWB) portal. The following are the list of Important questions which are discussed as hereunder:- 

1. What is the verification of vehicle number in EWB Portal? 

Ans: E-Way bill has been integrated with the Vahan System of Transport Department. The vehicle number 
entered in the e-way bill will now be verified with the Vahan System. If Vehicle no. is not available in the 
Vahan system user will get ‘Alert Message’ about the non-availability of vehicle number in the Vahan 
database. However, later, such vehicle numbers will not be allowed for the generation of the e-way bill. 

2. Why am I getting an alert message when I enter vehicle number in E-way Bill? 

Ans: The vehicle number entered in the EWB is not available in Vahan Database, you are requested to check 
and update the vehicle registration with your concerned Regional Transport Office (RTO), otherwise after 
sometime this vehicle number will not be allowed for e-way bill generation. 

3. How do I check my vehicle number is available in the Vahan system? 

Ans: Vahan System provides a nationwide search over the digitized data of Registered Vehicles. You can 
always check your vehicle number in the Vahan system below; 

https://vahan.nic.in/nrservices/faces/user/searchstatus.xhtml. 

4. Details of my Vehicle number are shown on the Vahan website, however, in the e-way bill portal, it shows 
not available. What should I do? 

Ans: You can contact the E-way bill Helpdesk and submit your grievance. Specify the Vehicle number which is 
there in the Vahan system but not available in the e-way bill portal. 

The Complete FAQ can be accessed at: http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/FAQ_Verification-of-Vehicle-number-in-EWB-Portal.pdf 
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https://vahan.nic.in/nrservices/faces/user/searchstatus.xhtml.
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FAQ_Verification-of-Vehicle-number-in-EWB-Portal.pdf
http://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FAQ_Verification-of-Vehicle-number-in-EWB-Portal.pdf
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News Flash 
 

1. MOF declares GST database as protected system under Information Technology Act 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/mof-declares-gst-database-as-protected-system-under-information-

technology-act/ 

 

2. Status of Annual Return Filing during the last 10 days 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/status-of-annual-return-filing-during-the-last-10-days/ 

 

3. CA held for issuing fake GST invoices worth Rs 69 crore 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/hyderabad-ca-held-for-issuing-fake-gst-invoices-worth-rs-69-crore/ 

 

4. Centre to assess various options, including a 3-slab structure ahead of next GST Council Meeting 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-to-assess-various-options-including-a-3-slab-structure-ahead-

of-next-gst-council-meeting/ 

 

5. Centre launches a drive for recovery of Interest against late filers of GST Returns 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-launches-a-drive-for-recovery-of-interest-against-late-filers-of-

gst-returns/ 

 

6. Govt plans GST lottery offers of Rs 10 lakh-Rs 1 Cr for encouraging customers to ask for bills 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/govt-plans-gst-lottery-offers-of-rs-10-lakh-rs-1-cr-for-encouraging-

customers-to-ask-for-bills/ 

 

7. Custom caught the biggest gold smuggler of this year, got more than 20 million gold 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/custom-caught-the-biggest-gold-smuggler-of-this-year-got-more-than-

20-million-gold/ 

 

8. Builder arrested for Rs 18 Cr GST evasion 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/builder-arrested-for-rs-18-cr-gst-evasion/ 

 

9. GST Officers are carrying out a comparative tax payment analysis across the country 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/gst-officers-are-carrying-out-a-comparative-tax-payment-analysis-

across-the-country/ 

 

10. Increase in Customs duty on items like Footwear and Furniture 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/increase-in-customs-duty-on-items-like-footwear-and-furniture/ 

 
 

https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/mof-declares-gst-database-as-protected-system-under-information-technology-act/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/mof-declares-gst-database-as-protected-system-under-information-technology-act/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/status-of-annual-return-filing-during-the-last-10-days/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/hyderabad-ca-held-for-issuing-fake-gst-invoices-worth-rs-69-crore/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-to-assess-various-options-including-a-3-slab-structure-ahead-of-next-gst-council-meeting/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-to-assess-various-options-including-a-3-slab-structure-ahead-of-next-gst-council-meeting/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-launches-a-drive-for-recovery-of-interest-against-late-filers-of-gst-returns/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/centre-launches-a-drive-for-recovery-of-interest-against-late-filers-of-gst-returns/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/govt-plans-gst-lottery-offers-of-rs-10-lakh-rs-1-cr-for-encouraging-customers-to-ask-for-bills/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/govt-plans-gst-lottery-offers-of-rs-10-lakh-rs-1-cr-for-encouraging-customers-to-ask-for-bills/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/custom-caught-the-biggest-gold-smuggler-of-this-year-got-more-than-20-million-gold/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/custom-caught-the-biggest-gold-smuggler-of-this-year-got-more-than-20-million-gold/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/builder-arrested-for-rs-18-cr-gst-evasion/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/gst-officers-are-carrying-out-a-comparative-tax-payment-analysis-across-the-country/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/gst-officers-are-carrying-out-a-comparative-tax-payment-analysis-across-the-country/
https://www.a2ztaxcorp.com/increase-in-customs-duty-on-items-like-footwear-and-furniture/
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Thanks & Best Regards,                                                     

Bimal Jain 
FCA, FCS, LLB, B. Com (Hons) 
Author of a book on Goods and Services Tax, titled, "GST 

Law and Analysis (with conceptual procedures) [5thEdition] 
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